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Before organising the attack, its direction must first
of ail be fixed. Shall he attack by the right? There is
no manoeuvring space in that direction; moreover*
Saalfeld, a strong " point d'appui," closely bordered by
the Saale, would have in that case to be carried as a
first step.

Shall he attack in front ? This would amount to
taking the bull by the horns, to making it possible for
the enemy to use the advantages of his line by means
of fire and march. It would mean attacking him in his
strongest part.

By the left ? There defiladed ways of access are avail-
able as well as an easy manoeuvring ground, that is, a
wide ground without obstacles and well provided with
cover.

In that direction, the attack may be prepared without
the enemy being aware of it; it may be launched without
being stopped by important obstacles; it may develop
the whole extent which the forces available allow.

The attack will therefore be launched on that side, in
the space extending between Aue, the Sandberg and
Wolsdorf, which ground is easy to advance over, though
hilly.

It is now^LO a.m. The French column is arriving,
but its marcB^grows slower, owing to the heat of the
day and the congestion of the roads; three or four hours
pass before all 11(j forces can be assembled on the
reconnoitred grountfc

But during such a long lapse of time, the enemy may
attack the debouching column; he must be prevented
from doing so; that is the task of the advance guard*

To stand on guard by getting hold of everything
that helps one to cheek the enemy's advance, such is
the first act in the preparation for battle. Hence the
occupation of ridges from which to fire; hence the
occupation and defensive organisation of villages, so
as to increase the resisting power of a force the numbers
of which are reduced to a minimum.

The assembled enemy may also change place, undertake
a manoeuvre, in short, alter the dispositions against which
own attack is being organised. How can he be prevented
from doing so ? By attacking him, but without risking
anjrfching; with weak numbers but on a wide front,
so as to spare the forces. Hence an offensive made by